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Rev. Stuart Clark baptizes Lena Brown, daughter of  Christian and Bethany Brown 
and Pastor Mary Clark baptizes Finn Mosley, son of  Jessi Gadomski and Josh Mosley. 

New Members of  the Family of  God

Above: Rev. Stuart Clark with the Brown and Andrews families and friends. 
From left, Clark, Lena Brown, Christian Brown, Bethany Brown, 

Myrna Andrews, Curtis Andrews, John Curtis Andrews, Leah Andrews, 
William Mangum, Jordyn Wagner and  Joshua Andrews.

Right: Finn with his family, from left, Ken Gadomski, Makki Mosley, Jude Mosely, 
Adria Mosley holding Finn, Jessi Gadomski and Josh Mosley.

Both moms, Bethany and Jessi, grew up at Providence, attending worship, Sunday 
school, youth group and more. As part of  the baptism service the people of  Providence 

pledged to provide the same support for Lena and Finn.
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Proceeding Cautiously
Hopefully, we will all be fine. 

Hopefully, the COVID upsurge won’t affect our 
congregation or our community, our country, our world. 
Hopefully, everyone everywhere was careful during 
the holidays and the coming weeks won’t be as bad as 
predicted.

But just in case, let’s be extra cautious, especially for 
the next two Sundays. 

During the holidays people traveled, families 
gathered and we were in and out of  shops and grocery 
stores. As we have all learned, those activities can 
spread the virus, so let’s be extra wary.

We will continue to livestream services, and 
everyone is free to worship from home, even on the 
Sundays set aside for their groups.

Groups 1 and 3 are welcome to attend in person on 
January 3 for communion. Groups 2 and 4 may attend 
on January 10. Communion for Groups 2 and 4 will be 
on January 27, the fourth Sunday of  the month.

All our COVID protocols will continue to be 
observed. If  you’re feeling sick, please stay home and 
get well. If  you come, please wear a mask covering your 
mouth and nose. 

We don’t want to let down our guard when the 
pandemic solution is in sight.

Congregational Meeting
The annual congregational meeting is slated in two 

parts, also, beginning on January 17 and concluding on 
January 24. 

We look over next year’s budget and elect the 
nominating committee, which will be charged with 
developing a slate of  elders for the Class of  2024.

Above: Pastor Mary Clark leads worship 
on the Sunday after Christmas.

Below: Pastor Mary Clark and Liturgist Jerry Williams open the 
service. Besides the families of  the two children being baptized, only 
a handful of  others were in attendance. But another 20 households 

participated by Facebook Live during the worship hour. And many more 
generally drop in for the service at some other time during the week.



Mark your Calendar

January 3 — Worship with Communion
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook

January 5 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex
 

January 6 — Book Study 
 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
 

January 10 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 Blood drive

January 12 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex
 

January 13 — Book Study 
 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
 

January 17 — Worship 
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 1 & 3 in person; others via Facebook
 Congregational Meeting begins

January 19 — Closely Crafted
  10 a.m., Narthex
 

January 20 — Book Study 
 10 a.m. & 6 p.m.
 

January 24 — Worship with Communion
 9:15 a.m.
 Groups 2 & 4 in person; others via Facebook
 Congregational Meeting concludes

In Other News
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While Karen Ball, Ken Gadomski 
and Pastor Mary Clark read from the 

Christmas scriptures, 
children of  the church set the scene. From 
left, Ansley and Aiden Messer are Mary 

and Joseph, 
Remi Ball is the angel, Makki and 

Adria Mosley are shepherds.
Nedra and Don Bloom (not pictured), as 
an older Mary and Joseph, shared their 

memories of  the holy night.

prayer of Confession

for January 3

Forgive us, Holy One, 
When we keep You at a distance 
When we defy your bidding 
When we make it harder 
for people to know you

Forgive us, Holy One, 
When we deny our weakness 
When we wallow in our weakness 
When we take advantage 
of  the weakness of  others

Forgive us, Holy One, 
When we refuse Your counsel 
When we waste your gifts 
When we withhold Your compassion  
     from others

Silent Confession

As the new year is born 
We labor to look forward 
Our hearts fill with hope 
For you are making all things new 
even us… Amen



lyriCs for sunday, January 3
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AMEN & THIS LITTLE LIGHT OF MINE

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine. 
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m gonna let it shine.
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Building up our world, I’m gonna let it shine,
Building up our world, I’m gonna let it shine,
Building up our world, I’m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

WE THREE KINGS

We three kings of Orient are. 
Bearing gifts we traverse afar.
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
Following yonder star.
O star of wonder star of night!
Star with royal beauty bright!
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to Thy perfect light!

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain.
Gold I bring to crown Him again.
King forever, ceasing never,
Over us all to reign.
O star of wonder star of night!
Star with royal beauty bright!
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to Thy perfect light!

Glorious now, behold Him arise.
King and God and sacrifice! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Peals through the earth and skies.
O star of wonder star of night!
Star with royal beauty bright!
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to Thy perfect light!

FOLLOW THE LIGHT

Star in the sky we behold you. 
How could our eyes turn away? 
Drawn to the light of mercy 
That comes to make a way.

A lamp for our path that was darkness; 
Eternity’s secret revealed; 
A hope to illumine these shadows; 
A love that was born to heal.

And we will follow the light.
We will follow the light, 
Seeking the Lamb our saving love divine.

O star of wonder, star of night! 
Star with royal beauty bright! 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light.

And we will follow the light.
We will follow the light, 
Seeking the Lamb our saving love divine.

O star of wonder, star of night! 
Star with royal beauty bright! 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 
Guide us to thy perfect light.

Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

LOVE HAS COME

Love has come — a light in the darkness!
Love explodes in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
Hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Love has come — He never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us;
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to You, God on high!

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to You, God on high!


